
Hezekiah - Faith to Overcome

Building Faith in Desperate Times
Class 5 - Sick unto Death
Reading: Isaiah 53
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Hezekiah was probably covered in boils.
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What would the people have thought?

2 Chronicles 26:16-20 Uzziah was smitten because of sin!

Stigma

This was one of the exact diseases that God would send on the 
disobedient nation.

Deuteronomy 28:27 “the botch of Egypt” בִּשְׁחִין

These boils could become leprosy.

Leviticus 13:18-20

Why did God strike Hezekiah?

Was Hezekiah a sinner?

Was God angry over Hezekiah’s rebellion?
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And one day, Hezekiah’s boils looked different.

Isaiah 53:3-4 - “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; 
he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted.”

Isaiah 38:22

“stricken” נֶגַע H5061 Used 34 times in Leviticus 13.

Isaiah 53:8 - “He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who 
shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the 
living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.”
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“to the house of the LORD”
cp. Leviticus 14:11 Matthew 8:4
Jesus doesn’t say this to others!

Luke 17:14
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4 - But, by the time that Rabshakeh came with the Assyrian army, Hezekiah 
was able to go into the temple (2 Kings 19:1, 14). 

2 - He seemed to be quite healthy during the time when Judah made their 
preparations.

With that in mind, consider the implications for Hezekiah’s surrender.

Hezekiah was barred from 
society and incapacitated. 

Why did God strike him?
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1 - He was a treasurer (ESV, NASB) or steward 

2 - He was more than just a servant

“over the house” not God’s house cp. 2 Kings 11:10 Hebrews 10:21

what would be the house?

perhaps a chief steward Genesis 41:40 1 Kings 4:6

2 Kings 15:5 - “And the LORD smote the king, so that he was a leper 
unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a several house. And Jotham 
the king’s son was over the house, judging the people of the land.”

יִת עַל־הַבָּֽ the same Hebrew phrase!
it was the same situation!

Unlike Uzziah, Hezekiah didn’t have a son!

So, who better to hold the throne than his faithful steward?

cp. Genesis 15:2-4 Genesis 24:2

But Shebna was no better 
than the rest of the 

princes!
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a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for himself in a rock?”

But why did that matter?
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with his fathers in the city of David. And his mother’s name was 
Naamah an Ammonitess. And Abijam his son reigned in his stead.”
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So…why?

When someone died and received a proper burial, they went to one 
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may die in mine own city, and be buried by the grave of my father and 
of my mother. But behold thy servant Chimham; let him go over with 
my lord the king; and do to him what shall seem good unto thee.”

2 - Back to a city upon which they had a major impact:

1 Kings 2:10 - “So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David.”
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thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, as he that heweth him out 
a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for himself in a rock?”

But why did that matter?

Was his tomb’s location actually important?

That’s where the kings were buried.

1 Kings 14:31 - “And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried 
with his fathers in the city of David. And his mother’s name was 
Naamah an Ammonitess. And Abijam his son reigned in his stead.”
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But his ambition wouldn’t be realized.
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3 - While the city was partying, he decided to build a tomb.

Out of all we know about him, this is one of the things.

Would the Assyrians bury a Jewish leader?

So…why?

When someone died and received a proper burial, they went to one 
of two places:

1 - Back to their family’s city:

2 Samuel 19:37 - “Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, that I 
may die in mine own city, and be buried by the grave of my father and 
of my mother. But behold thy servant Chimham; let him go over with 
my lord the king; and do to him what shall seem good unto thee.”

2 - Back to a city upon which they had a major impact:

1 Kings 2:10 - “So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the 
city of David.”

With that in mind, consider God’s words to Shebna:

Isaiah 22:16 - “What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, that 
thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, as he that heweth him out 
a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for himself in a rock?”

But why did that matter?

Was his tomb’s location actually important?

That’s where the kings were buried.

1 Kings 14:31 - “And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried 
with his fathers in the city of David. And his mother’s name was 
Naamah an Ammonitess. And Abijam his son reigned in his stead.”
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But his ambition wouldn’t be realized.

Isaiah 22:17-18 - “Behold, the LORD will carry thee away with a mighty 
captivity, and will surely cover thee. He will surely violently turn and toss 
thee like a ball into a large country: there shalt thou die, and there the 
chariots of thy glory shall be the shame of thy lord’s house.”
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It’s the Lord’s story.
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